
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Testimony in SUPPORT of HB 425: 
Public Schools – Suspensions and Expulsions  

 
TO: Chair Kaiser, and Members of the House Ways and Means Committee 
FROM: Jonathon Rondeau, President & CEO, Family League of Baltimore 
DATE:  February 14, 2017 
 
As Baltimore’s Local Management Board, Family League serves as an architect of change in 
Baltimore by promoting data-driven, collaborative initiatives and aligning resources to create 
lasting outcomes for children, families and communities. Our mission is that by 2030, all 
children in Baltimore will be born healthy, succeed in school, graduate high school and 
transition into higher education and the workforce. One of the ways we do this is by convening 
the Baltimore City School Climate Collaborative, a broad coalition working to create an 
environment where students feel safe, supported, and respected, attend regularly, and 
participate in the learning process. 
 
We support the elimination of suspensions and expulsions for prekindergarten students, and 
are in support of House Bill 425. The US Department of Education, in addressing the need for 
positive school climate, indicated that schools should develop clear, appropriate, and consistent 
expectations and consequences to address disruptive student behaviors.1 This is in line with the 
recommendations for restorative practices and building, “a sense of belonging, safety, and 
social responsibility in the school community,” as outlined in HB 425. 
 
Data shows that suspensions and expulsions in preschool settings are associated with negative 
educational and life outcomes.23 Pre-K suspensions disproportionately occur along race and 
gender lines, with boys of color being suspended and expelled at much higher rates than their 
peers.456 Additionally, students with disabilities are impacted at higher rates than students 
without disabilities; studies show that although students who receive special education services 
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represent 12 percent of students in the country, they make up 19 percent of students 
suspended in school.7  
 
Punitive practices like suspensions and expulsions do not adequately weigh the psychosocial or 
environmental factors at play in the lives of Baltimore’s children. In Baltimore and across 
Maryland, there have been nearly 5,000 new cases of lead poisoning in the last decade alone8, 
a diagnosis that has been shown to have negative impacts on classroom behavior.9 Additionally, 
one in three Baltimore City children live in food deserts,10 areas where nutritional food is not 
readily accessible. By replacing suspensions and expulsions for 3- and 4-year-old students with 
restorative practices, school staff can help create positive learning environments that may 
better mitigate problem behavior symptomatic of environmental factors. 
 
This legislation aligns with our role as a lead facilitating partner for the Community Schools 
strategy in Baltimore, and with our work facilitating the Baltimore City School Climate 
Collaborative. Family League of Baltimore respectfully requests a favorable report on House Bill 
425. If you have any questions, I can be reached at jrondeau@familyleague.org or 420-662-5500. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jonathon Rondeau 
President & CEO 
Family League of Baltimore 
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